
 

Bennett & Bennett 
735 Oxford Street, Houston, Texas 77007 

713.224.1747 
www.BennettAndBennett.com 

© 27 July 2007 

  DWI Edition 
“A loved one was just arrested for DWI in Harris County. What do I do?” 

 
1. Don’t panic. 
 
2. Tell your loved one not to panic. 
 If you are in contact with him or her, also tell him or her not 

to talk to the police, and not to take any tests. 
 
3. Get him or her out of jail. 
 There are two ways to do this. The simplest is to use a 

professional bondsman. We recommend Burns Bail Bonds 
(Tel. 713.227.3400). The other is to post bond yourself at the 
sheriff’s office, 49 San Jacinto Street, Houston. For a first 
DWI, the bail is most likely $500. Either way, if your loved one 
was arrested in the evening, expect him or her to be released 
from jail in the middle of the night. 

 
4. Recover his or her vehicle. 
 The police agency that arrested your loved one should be 

able to tell you where the vehicle is being held. 
 
5. Get some rest. 
 Being arrested for DWI is a very stressful experience; it 

usually happens at night, so you and the accused will have 
lost sleep. You both will need to be on the ball to choose the 
right lawyer. You’re not going to hire a lawyer in the middle 
of the night, so get some sleep and go on to the next step in 
the morning. 

 
6. Hire a lawyer. 
 Just as first aid is not intended to replace expert medical 

attention, Legal First Aid is not intended to replace expert 
legal assistance, but only to stabilize the situation until you 
can get such assistance. There may be things that a 
competent lawyer can do immediately to improve your 
chances of winning the case. It is best to hire competent 
counsel within a day of arrest; It is absolutely critical to 
have a competent lawyer within 14 days of arrest. 


