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  Search Warrant Edition 
“The police are at the door with a search warrant. What do I do?” 

 
1. Don’t panic. 
 
2. Remain calm and polite. 
 A search warrant gives the police the legal authority to 

search the premises named in the warrant. If they have the 
wrong house, that’s their problem, not yours. 

 
3. Politely decline to answer any questions. 
 As always, you have the right to remain silent. Use it. Your job 

is not to help the police with their search, but to stay out of 
their way. 

 
4. If the police find anything bad, don’t comment. 
 What you say will not be used in your favor. If there’s an 

innocent explanation for what the police find, now is not the 
time to explain. 

 
5. If you are arrested, see Legal First Aid – Arrest 

Edition. 
 In brief, at this point you want to find out what you’re being 

arrested for and where you’re being taken so that you can 
pass this information on to whoever will be trying to secure 
your release. 

 
6. Hire a lawyer. 
 You are involved in a government investigation. You need to 

consult with experienced criminal defense counsel about 
your possible exposure. Just as first aid is not intended to 
replace expert medical attention, Legal First Aid is not 
intended to replace expert legal assistance, but only to 
stabilize the situation until you can get such assistance. 
There may be things that a competent lawyer can do 
immediately to improve your chances of winning the case. It is 
best to hire competent counsel within a day of the search. 


